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should be 'Rape Victims Aid Centres' to give them succour, suppon
and shelter at all times. There are societies in the USA to rendei
such social, medical and legal aid. Taking inspiration from them,
a centre is working in London. It is open all the 24 hours. Such
centres should spring up in India also. No woman should be kept
in police lock-up. She should be immediately removed to judicial
custody. Arrest of women during nights has to stop. The victims
should get free legal aid. Such cases should not be tried in open
court. Reports of crimes may be published in the newspapers'but
without the names of the victims.

It is pertinent to note that as long as the idea that a woman
is a thing to be owned does not leave the minds of the people,
these atrocities are likely to continue. Hence, respect for a woman
as a person has to be generated, cultivated and sustained. The
guilty person must be excommunicated by not only the society at
large but his own kith and kin. He must shudder at that thought.
The potential criminals must be made to shiver in their shoes that
they will be caught by the women of the neighbourhood, insulted
and humiliated publicly. To attain this level of consciousness the
women have to bestir themselves. Only the collective efforts of lovers
of progress, social workers, legislators, women's organisations and
youth can prevent such atrocities. Rowdies, goondas and anti-social
elements should be subjected to social boycott. All the women must
participate in this revolutionary activity of working for the welfare of
their sisters with one voice. Those men who desire the advancement
of women may lend a helping hand and strengthen the effort. Unless
this is done this evil cannot be wiped out by legislation. After alll,
legislation has to take into consideration the human nature. Instead
of being content with merely raising slogans to demand imposition
and implementation of more severe punishments in cases,of atrocities
against women it is better and more desirable to mobilize public
opinion to organise all the civilized persons in the society and to
enter the arena of action. Then, and then only will these obnoxious
misdeeds and atrocities cease.